
Message from the President 

As we approach the summer season, I am excited to let you know that the Friends  
continue to be very active in supporting and enriching MCPL. I would like to invite you to 
take a look at the articles in this issue of Just Between Friends for more details about the 
quick summary below which lists the most recent ways we support our amazing library. 
 
 Called members to remind them of the Library Budget Vote in April 
 Raised $1,535 at the Spring Book Sale 
 Gave $150 to support the Boomers & Seniors Program 
 Provided the Collection Bags for Museum Day 
 Awarded two $500 Service Scholarships to seniors who have given outstanding ser-

vice to MCPL 
 Purchased two Assistive Technology Magnifiers for MCPL 
 Gave $150 for bilingual books for “El Día” Celebration 
 Contributed $2,500 to support the Crochet It project 
 Will contribute the $500 prize money for the Island Idol competition in July 
 
We are very happy to announce the initiation of “Square,” which is an online payment 
service that will make it easier for you to make your membership contribution (see  
below). Please note that you will still be able to make payments through checks or cash at 
the MCPL or by mail if you want. We thank you and continue to count on your  
membership to assist in helping with the needs of MCPL. 
 
Best wishes for a happy, healthy summer. 
 
Lori Kenney 
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EXCITING MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
 Renewing is Now Just a Snap Away 

 
Are you one of the many members who mean to renew your membership but, because it is sometimes a pain to have to 
haul out the checkbook, find an envelope and stamp, etc., you just put it off until later and, sometimes, "later" never 
comes? If so, we have great news for you. Beginning with this issue of our newsletter, you will be able to click on 
"Online Membership" (see link below as well as on our website) follow the directions and you will be able to renew with 
the click of a button. Of course, if you would still prefer to pay by check, just use the membership form at the back of the 
newsletter or print it from our webpage. 

Also, if your membership has already expired, you will be receiving a “gentle reminder"  
postcard in the mail. We really need, and appreciate, your continued support. Thank you very 
much. 
 

 
SQUARE Online membership   https://www.mcplibrary.org/about/friends-of-mcpl/ 



The Friends’ Latest Gift to MCPL 
 
Do you know of someone who has very low vision and for whom reading is either difficult or almost impossible? If so, 
our latest gift to the library may be a big help. 
 

The Friends have purchased two Ruby XL HD devices which are hand held and have the 
ability to magnify an object from 2 to 13 times its size. In addition to magnifying the print, 
the Ruby is also able to add a reading line or masks. It also has an auto-focus HD camera 
that provides sharp HD quality images that can be viewed on the 4.3-inch LCD screen in 
color. The Ruby has color-coded tactile buttons making it easy to use.  Patrons can request to 
use these magnifiers in the library at the Supervisor's desk in Selden or the Adult Services 
reference desk in Centereach. 
 

THANKS TO ALL OUR FRIENDS WHO... 
 

...got out to vote for the Library Budget Vote in April. The budget passed 301-72. 
 
We would like to give special thanks to co-chairs, Elizabeth Wasilewicz and Deb Morrell, for  
organizing the phone chain to call our members as well as to all our callers.  Well done! 
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Congratulations to Our Service Scholarship Winners 
 

The Friends are proud to announce that Alexandria Gibaldi and Ridhi Sharma are the two winners of this year's 
Friends' Service Scholarship Awards. Both seniors have given countless hours to MCPL by volunteering for Art 
Buddies, Reading Buddies, Flashing Fingers, the Museum Corner Exhibit Team, Homework Pals, Techno Buddies, 
the Teen Advisory Council and/or have helped with our book sale. In addition to their participation, both of our 
winners have outstanding GPAs and had to write an essay explaining their involvement with the library. 
 
Each of our winners received a $500 scholarship and a certificate at the Awards Ceremonies at  
Newfield and Centereach High Schools. We would like to thank them for their contributions and wish 
them the best of luck as they continue on to college. We also hope they may one day become members 
of Friends. 

Selden Renovation Project 
 

The library is excited to announce the start of renovations at the Selden location.  Work will take place during the  
summer months and the remodel of the building will create a streamlined user-friendly layout and design.  Visitors will 
be greeted by a new entrance, repositioned for more convenient access in and out of the building.  In addition, the new 
lobby will be designed to support the library’s current self-service circulation model and will include a 24 hour drive-up 
material return.  Adult and Youth Services will also receive upgrades including additional space for programs and  
collections.   
The Selden building will be closed the weekend of June 10th and 11th. After that, and throughout the initial phase of 
construction, there will be a temporary point of service at the Selden location where patrons will be able to request 
items, pick up reserves, register for programs, and speak with a librarian. Fax/copier services will also be available. 
During this phase of construction, patrons will need to enter the library parking lot from the entrance on  
Middle Country Road, because the North Bicycle Path entrance will be closed. For more information about this project, 
please visit www.mcplibrary.org/SeldenUpdate. 
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Library Highlights 
Crochet It! A Creative Community Project  

 
Perhaps you have visited or driven by the Long Island Museum at Stony Brook and done a double take when you no-
ticed some amazing, unique and colorful trees. If so, you would have to agree that they 
are unlike anything you have probably seen anywhere else. These trees are the result of 
a project called "Crochet It!" The brainchild of artist Carol Hummel, this program has 
brought together all types of members of the community as they work collaboratively 
to create these beautiful pieces of artwork. In addition to the project at Stony Brook 
similar installations have been created in many other venues in the US as well as in 
Switzerland, Norway and India. MCPL will be the first library with a yarn art installa-
tion by Carol Hummel. 

The "Kickoff Weekend” will be on June 10th and 11th. Crochet It! Kits, with all the 
materials you will need, will be available for pick up, at no cost to our patrons, at the 
Centereach Youth Services and Adult Services reference desk. Participants can crochet 
independently or join others at the library. See the MCPL Quarterly for specific 
"Crochet Social" times. If you do not know how to crochet, don't worry, there will be 
people to show you how. 

The Friends are proud to give financial support to this community-building program 
along with the Middle Country Foundation and a re-grant program of the New York 
State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature and 
administered by the Huntington Arts Council. 

   Thanks to Our New & Renewing Friends 
                                         as of 5/11/17 
 
New & Renewing: Lisa Andersen, Sheila Ballato,  
Boscarino Family, Debby Commesso, Trudy DiMichele,  
Allison Enoch, Susan Glasburgh, Helene McKee,  
Amelia Napoli, Lynda Orlando, Darryl Redding,  
Theresa Silvestri, Carmen Smith, Stephanie Vecchio 
 
Platinum: Janet Ross 

SPRING BOOK SALE REPORT 
 

The Friends Spring Book Sale was held on April 7-8, 2017 and exceeded expectations. While the books for sale during this event 
were mostly children’s, we did have many DVDs, and a fair amount of adult books. The sale earned $1,535. We expect that the 
next book sale will once again have our usual outstanding number of adult books. 
 
As always, we thank the many volunteers who worked the set-up, the sale and the break down. You all make the sale the success 
we always experience. We would like to give special thanks to all the library patrons and visitors who shopped the sale. We  
appreciate your continued support. 
 
For this sale, the remaining materials were donated to the following charities; the Book Fairies, The Long 
Island State Veterans Home, Mather Hospital, The Northport VA Medical Center, St. Cuthbert’s Food  
Pantry, St. Gerard’s Thrift Store, and the Town of Brookhaven Youth Bureau. 
 
Mark your calendars for our next Book Sale on November  3-4, 2017.  

Election Slate for 2017-2018 
June 13th 7:00 pm 

 
President: Lori Kenney 
Vice-President: Vacant 

Secretary: John Perweiler 
Treasurer: Marjorie LaStella 



                     CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
                      All Meetings at Centereach 
 
June 2nd: Spring Jubilee   4:00 pm-7:00 pm 
June 4th: Sunday Sounds  1:30-4:00 pm 
June 13th: Friends’ Meeting & Elections   7:00 pm 
July 11th: Tuesday Tunes  4:30-7:30 pm 
August 4th: Island Idol   6:00-10:00 pm 
August 8th: Tuesday Tunes 4:30-7:30 pm 
September 12th: Friends’ Meeting   7:00 pm 
November 3rd & 4th: Fall Book Sale 
December 12th: Friends’ Meeting   7:00 pm 
 

April 
Please complete this form and include it with your membership check to: The Friends of MCPL 
You may drop your membership form and check/cash at the Friends’ mailbox near the Customer Service Desk at MCPL Cen-
tereach or Selden or mail them to: 
                                                              The Friends of MCPL 
                                                               c/o Middle Country Public Library 
                                                              101 Eastwood Blvd. 
                                                              Centereach, NY 11720 - 2745 
 
Please check one: Bronze $5 ____, Silver $10 ____, Gold/Business/Organization $25 _____,  
Platinum/Lifetime $100 ____  
 
Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________State ________ ZIP _____ 

Telephone ______________________________________________________ 

E-Mail _________________________________________________________Spring Book S  

New Member ___________Renewing Member _________Spring Book SaleApril  

I would like to play an active part in Friends ___________ 

 

 

                    
                                                   Friends Continue to Support Music Programs at  MCPL 

 
Back by popular demand, MCPL is once again hosting the Island Idol Competition on Friday, August 4th between 6:00
-10:00 pm.  Come and see our  incredible local talent as they compete as singers, dancers, solo musicians and  
bands. Competitors will perform on the Suffolk County Parks' Show Mobile, which will be set up in the parking lot of 
the Centereach building. In addition, the Teen Advisory Council will be offering games and crafts for all ages  
throughout the evening. The Friends are proud to once again provide the prize money for this big community event. 
 
Also, the beautiful Yamaha piano we donated continues to  delight our patrons as local musicians use it for the Sunday 
Sounds program. Please note that, when the library is closed on Sundays in July and August, musicians are in-
vited to play at Tuesday Tunes on July 11th & August 8th between  4:30 and 7:30 pm.  A limited number  of chairs 
will be set up in the lobby if you would like to sit and enjoy the performances, or feel free to just stop and listen. 

      
           Friends’ Executive Board 
                      2016-2017 
  
President:  Lori Kenney 
Secretary: John Perweiler 
Treasurer: Marjorie LaStella 
Nominating Chair: Janice Boscarino 
Library Liaison: Tracy LaStella 
Past President: Kathryn Sekulo 
 

 
Thanks for  
being a Friend. 
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